SPECIAL MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL
MIDDLETOWN CONNECTICUT
AUGUST 4, 2014

Special Meeting: The Special Meeting, a public hearing on the Draft Report of the Charter Revision
Commission, of the Common Council was held in the Council Chamber of the Municipal Building on
Monday, August 4, 2014 at 6:30 p.m.

Present: Mayor Daniel T. Drew, Deputy Mayor Robert P. Santangelo, Council Members Councilman
Thomas J. Serra, Councilwoman Mary A. Bartolotta, Councilwoman Hope P. Kasper, Councilman Robert
P. Santangelo, Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Councilman Carl R. Chisem, Councilman Gerald E. Daley,
Councilman Sebastian N. Giuliano, Councilwoman Sandra Russo Driska, Councilwoman Deborah A.
Kleckowski, Councilman David Bauer; Corporation Counsel Daniel B. Ryan, Sergeant-at-arms Officer
Hadad, and Council Clerk Marie O. Norwood.

1. Mayor calls meeting to order.

(Pledge of Allegiance)

The Acting Chair, Deputy Mayor Robert P. Santangelo calls the meeting to order at 6:46 p.m. and leads
the public in the Pledge of Allegiance.

The Acting Chair states everyone can speak for five minutes. He recognizes David Larson, PhD, Chair
of the Charter Revision Commission. He states what we have presented to you the report of eleven
members met from the beginning of May every Tuesday up to July 22; we had a public hearing and
looked at over 27 items recommended to us from the public, Council, Mayor’s Office, and our committee.
Out of those items, we are recommending to you 17 items for change in the charter; some were voted
unanimously by the Charter Revision Commission and others by varying degrees of a majority vote. He
publicly thanks Marie Norwood and Brig Smith. We are not here to go on about the report; you have it. If
you have questions, we would be happy to answer them.

(Council Clerk Reads the Call of the Meeting and Mayor declares call a legal call and
meeting a legal meeting.)

The Call of the meeting is read and accepted. The Acting Chair declares this call a legal call and the
meeting a legal meeting.

2. Public Hearing Opens
The Acting Chair opens the public hearing.

Joseph Milardo, Vice Chair of the Commission also extends his thanks to the people on the
Commission who attended these meetings and we didn’t miss many. The Republican Caucus
submitted a group of provisions we thought would be helpful to bring city into the 21* century.
One of the ideas is to shed the Mayor as head of the Council; the Charter states the Common
Council is the legislative body and philosophically in separation of powers of government the
executive official should not be part of the legislative body. The Mayor’s power is to veto the
acts of the legislative body and that body reconsiders the veto. It was voted down majority wise
and he and members of the commission and his constituency would like to see this done. You
are advisory to the commissions and you should be there to formulate legislation coming out of
the committees. The only difference is the Mayor would not preside and you would elect a
presiding officer and vice officer. Right now, you regurgitate the Mayor’s budget and you don’t
formulate the budget and you don’t represent the public; you represent the Mayor’s office. We
ask that you put that back in. We don’t agree to the four year term on the Council but agree to
the Mayor’s four year term. You are part time and the Mayor is there 24 hours a day. We are
against not having it in there and against the four year term of the Council. We don’t agree with
the salary in the Charter. The important thing is to take the Mayor out of the pension and provide
for social security coverage or a private 401 type pension. The last thing we think important is the
eminent domain issue. We would require the Council to only do it for public purposes. We would
like to have a workshop to discuss it further.
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The Acting Chair asks if anyone would like to speak.

Linda Bettencourt states you have a report in front of you that a lot of people spent a lot of time
working on. The Fire Commission and even this point about having the mayor as part of the
council. The report is the vote of Charter Revision by majority and this is the last public hearing
and those interested have seen it and to make changes at this late date is not the right thing to
do. You have a good plan in front of you and | hope you support the report without changes.

Bishop McKissick states he is from the Ministerial Alliance in the city and many pastors are with
him and they sat and looked at the charter revision and particularly the elimination of the
treasurer position. Historically, it is a watch dog for the voters of the city and the last election
there was much debate surrounding should there be a treasurer or not and the voters
overwhelmingly voted for the treasurer. It is important in terms of checks and balances. We
have taken a stand against losing that office.

Meeting Recesses
Councilman Serra moves for a recess at 7:00 p.m. to open the regular Council meeting and then
come back to the public hearing; Councilwoman Kleckowski seconds the motion. The vote is
called and it is unanimous to recess with eleven aye votes. Councilman Streeto is absent.

Meeting Reconvenes
The Chair, Mayor Drew, calls the meeting to order at Meeting reconvenes at 7:03 p.m. and
reopens the public hearing on the draft report of Charter Revision Commission.

Point of Information
The Chair states as a point of information, the council is not taking action tonight, but holding a
public hearing. Councilman Serra states the Council will hold a workshop on the 14th where the
public may be present and comment. He is certain the caucuses will be meeting to discuss the
changes and coming back on the 14th to present their recommendations. They will meet at 6:30
p.m. and then meet with the commission right after. Tonight is listening to comments.

Meeting Recesses
Councilman Serra moves for a five minute recess due to audio problems. The Chair calls for the
vote and it is unanimous with eleven aye votes. The recess is called at 7:08 p.m.

Meeting Reconvenes
The Chair calls the meeting to order at 7:12 p.m. to resume the public hearing. He states those
wishing to address charter revision should speak now and those here for the regular meeting
should speak during the regular meeting which will be after the public hearing.

Steven Vaughn, Pastor, states he wants to reiterate the sentiments of Pastor McKissick of our
concern of some of the charter revisions especially to removing the treasurer; this is an
opportunity to have a voice that represents a voice in the concerns of the financial issues of the
city and we are united against that. He asks all those who are here today on this issue to stand
up to let the Council know it is concerning to us. We know how much we need a person that is
elected to represent the public in these matters. The Chair asks for other members wishing to
speak on charter revision. Anthony Moran, Youth Government, states we should keep the
treasurer as elected and the mayor should get a four year term. Allison Clearly states for her the
core tenet is the right to vote and have representatives come forward and there is not a time she
doesn’t vote when she doesn’t think about those she is voting for. It is important that we should
not decrease the representation of those in government; let the public speak to those issues.
She is not in favor of changing the terms to four years. It is too important to let us have a say.
Ron (inaudible) states his questions about the treasurer if you take away a position does anyone
here get raises and if there are raises and you are trying to save money, then why take a position
away. He is looking at why they are getting rid of a position if you are getting raises.

3. Public Hearing Closes.
The Chair closes the public hearing at 7:22 p.m.

Councilman Serra states there are seventeen recommendations they have to deliberate upon and
we will be caucusing next week to look at them and whether to accept, modify, or reject and we
will present them to the Charter Revision Commission on the 14th and they will incorporate them
or not and we will do that as well. Whether we send it to referendum, that will be done in
September. Before we present our recommendations, the public will get to speak again on these
issues; he states they are on the website. The Clerk responds yes. Councilman Serra states they
will take our recommendations and present them back to us.

The chair thanks everyone who came out; it is heartening to see you involved in this grass roots
process. Councilman Giuliano states Charter Revision will meet again on the 20th of August to
consider the recommendations from the Council and that will also be a public meeting. There are
plenty of opportunities to comment on this process.
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4. Meeting adjourned.

Councilman Thomas J. Serra reads and moves to adjourn the meeting. Councilman Robert P.
Santangelo seconds the motion. The chair calls for the vote. It is 11 aye votes by Councilman
Thomas J. Serra, Councilwoman Mary A. Bartolotta, Councilwoman Hope P. Kasper, Councilman
Robert P. Santangelo, Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Councilman Carl R. Chisem, Councilman
Gerald E. Daley, Councilman Sebastian N. Giuliano, Councilwoman Sandra Russo Driska,
Councilwoman Deborah A. Kleckowski, Councilman David Bauer; and 1 absent by Councilman
James B. Streeto. The Chair states the matter carried with 11 affirmative votes, 0 in opposition
and 1 absent.

ATTEST:

MARIE O NORWOOD
COMMON COUNCIL CLERK
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