
 

 
 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
MIDDLETOWN CONNECTICUT 

NOVEMBER 3, 2014 
 
  
Regular Meeting  
The Regular Meeting of the Common Council was held in the Council Chamber of the Municipal Building 
on Monday, November 3, 2014 at 7 p.m. 
 
Present  
Mayor Daniel T. Drew, Corporation Counsel Daniel B. Ryan, Councilman Thomas J. Serra, 
Councilwoman Hope P. Kasper, Councilman Robert P. Santangelo, Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Jr., 
Councilman Carl R. Chisem, Councilman Gerald E. Daley, Councilman James Streeto, Councilman 
Sebastian N. Giuliano, Councilwoman Deborah A. Kleckowski, Councilwoman Sandra Russo Driska, 
Councilman David Bauer, Sergeant-at-arms Officer Michael Thompson, and Council Clerk Marie O. 
Norwood. 
 
Absent 
Councilwoman Mary A. Bartolotta 
 
Also Present 
40 Members of the public 
 
1. Mayor calls meeting to order at 7 p.m.   
 

A. (Pledge of Allegiance) 
 

The Chair asks the students to lead the public in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

The Chair welcomes everyone to the regular meeting of November 3, 2014 of the 
Common Council. 

 
B. (Council Clerk Reads the Call of the Meeting and Mayor declares call a legal call and 

meeting a legal meeting.) 
 

The chair declares the call a legal call and the meeting a legal meeting. 
 
2. Accept/Amend the Agenda. 
 

Councilman Thomas J. Serra moves for approval amending the agenda to substitute the Mayor's 
appointments and to move agenda item 12 to after Item 3.  He moves to postpone agenda items 
7A and 7B with the intent to have this on the December meeting or a special meeting before that 
date. Councilman James Streeto seconds the motion. The chair calls for the vote. It is 11 aye 
votes by Councilman Thomas J. Serra, Councilwoman Hope P. Kasper, Councilman Robert P. 
Santangelo, Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Jr., Councilman Carl R. Chisem, Councilman Gerald 
E. Daley, Councilman James Streeto, Councilman Sebastian N. Giuliano, Councilwoman 
Deborah A. Kleckowski, Councilwoman Sandra Russo Driska, Councilman David Bauer; 0 nay 
votes and 1 absent by Councilwoman Mary A. Bartolotta. The Chair states the matter carried with 
11 affirmative votes, 0 in opposition and 1 absent.  
   
The chair declares the agenda amended as noted by a unanimous vote.  Councilwoman 
Bartolotta is absent from the meeting. 

 
Point of Personal Privilege 
Councilman Serra states the Deputy Director appointment to Planning, Conservation, and Development 
was removed from the agenda by both caucuses if anyone has objections they should say so, because 
we believe in the contract that this Council approved, this individual was deemed qualified and by 
contract, he should be automatically approved for the position and it would not necessitate a confirmation.  
If there are objections and this is the will of the Council, that is why it is removed and the Mayor can 
appoint him directly by contract.  The Chair asks if there are any comments.  Seeing none, he moves to 
the next agenda item. 
 
3. Presentations 
 

A. Honoring Richard M. Simone. 
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Councilman Giuliano asks Councilwoman Russo Driska, Pension Board member, to join them at 
the podium.  Councilman Sebastian N. Giuliano reads and moves for approval Honoring Richard 
M. Simone.   He reads the resolution for Richard Simone.  He states he would like to speak to it if 
it is seconded.  Councilman Serra seconds the motion.  The Chair states the matter is approved 
by acclamation if there is no objection.   
 
Councilman Giuliano states the retirement system is the envy of the state and the country due to 
people like Richard Simone and he is proud along with my fellow Council people to present this 
to Richard.  Mr. Simone states he didn't realize how much it meant to him and thanks the city for 
allowing him for almost three decades to work with good volunteers and the city has been helpful 
and supportive of the retirement fund.  We did our job to keep it solvent and Chairman Reynolds 
service has been invaluable as is Director Erlacher's.  It was an enjoyable experience.  
Councilman Serra states the pension is solvent and thanks him and that is why our finances are 
doing so well and that is why we have our AA 2 rating because of individuals like you.  Thank 
you very much.    Councilwoman Kasper states as a member of the Retirement Board and 
member of the Council back in the 1980's she was elected as the employees' representative on 
the Board and he was part of the board then and it was important to decide whether to diversify 
and with $86 million we should be and we hired three investors and that fund has gone to well 
over $380 million.  With the help of Rich and others, we do have a fund that is admired by many 
municipalities. The chair thanks him for his service and stewardship of the fund and it takes a lot 
of attention to detail. 

 
Resolution No.  130-14 
File Name  ccrsimone2014 
(Approved) 
WHEREAS, Richard Michael Simone was born and raised in Bellwood, Illinois; he graduated from 
Northwestern University; and 
 
WHEREAS, Richard moved to Middletown in 1978 and has resided at 34 Morgan Street for over 
thirty years; and 
 
WHEREAS, Richard is a member and past president of the Middletown Lion’s Club and the 
Middletown Italian American Civic Order;  he is a member and Director of the Connection, Inc.; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, he is President of the Farm Hill School PTO, serves on the Mercy/Xavier Bingo 
Committee; and assisted elementary grade teachers as a parent/volunteer for many years, at 
Wesley, Snow, and Bielefield Schools; and 
 
WHEREAS, Richard has also assisted in Middletown Elections, serving as Assistant Registrar of 
Voters,  a much needed, trained volunteer to ensure that proper procedures and voting rights are 
observed at the polling places; and 
 
WHEREAS, Richard retired from Traveler’s Insurance Personal Lines Division after working 39 
years; and 
 
WHEREAS, Richard has been an important member of the Retirement Board for the City of 
Middletown, serving over 25 years, most recently as Chair, and retiring from the Board this year; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, during his time on the Board, the employee retirement trust fund grew and remained 
solvent for over 20 years and the City has not had to make a contribution to the fund for general 
employees as well as pension benefits for retirees during that time; and 
 
WHEREAS, his effective leadership and expertise will be missed by the Board. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MIDDLETOWN:  That we thank Richard Michael Simone for his years of service to the City of 
Middletown, not only for his expert advice on the Retirement Board, but also for his volunteer 
work with other City agencies; and we wish Richard a happy, healthy retirement; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:  That a community needs voluntary citizen involvement to 
complete many tasks benefitting Middletown’s citizens and their needs, and we trust that his 
example of volunteering in many aspects of the City life will encourage others to follow in his 
footsteps and become more involved in our community. 

 
B. Honoring WESU on its 75th anniversary. 

 
 

Councilman Faulkner asks the WESU people to come forward.  He reads the resolution honoring 
WESU on its 75th anniversary.  Councilman Faulkner moves the resolution for approval and it is 
seconded by Councilman Serra.  The Chair states, without objection, the resolution is approved 
by acclamation.  Councilman Faulkner congratulations the folks at WESU and two of his favorite 
classes when he was in school, one was TV watching and the other was radio broadcasting and 
he had to produce a program and his claim to fame was a commercial for Afrosheen.  He has 
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known Michael the general manager at the radio and they couldn't have picked a better 
champion.  The WESU members thank the council on behalf of the station; it started in 1939 and 
evolved into a public service.  WESU is one of the most invisible links of university and town 
engagement.  It is the largest student group on campus and student and community members 
work together to make 24 hour programming.  The station offers something for everyone.  As part 
of our mission statement, they try to meet the most marginalized populations that have been 
abandoned by commercial stations.  They pride themselves on being a beacon of diversity.  They 
are a resource for the community.  They thank Middletown for the proclamation and encourage 
everyone to tune in. 
 
Point of Personal Privilege 
Councilman Serra asks for a point of personal privilege and states at the October 9 meeting they 
honored Larry McHugh and Larry wants the public to know of the honor of the proclamation by 
the Mayor that was given to him on October 18 at the dedication of the field at Xavier.  Mr. 
McHugh sends his thanks to Councilman Members Serra, Daley, Giuliano, and Councilwoman 
Russo Driska for being there.   
 
Resolution No. 131-14 
File Name ccwesu75anniversary 
(Approved) 
 
WHEREAS, Wesleyan University sophomore Arch Doty, inspired by the campus radio station of 
Brown University, moved into Room 23 of the Clark Hall dormitory in September 1939.  Arch 
brought a radio transmitter he had built over the summer.  Using a turntable, 78 RPM records, a 
microphone, and an antenna wire hanging out his window, Arch's student-run radio station hit the 
AM airwaves; and 
 
WHEREAS, the initial broadcasts were popular with the Clark Hall residents.  The informal radio 
station management sought and received approval from Wesleyan President James 
McConaughy to expand its coverage to other campus dormitories,  and was granted space in 
Clark Hall basement for the station's operation.  With hundreds of feet of antenna wire strung, 
and technical improvements made to the studio, AM radio station WES began its official 
broadcast at 8 PM, on November 9th, 1939; and 
 
WHEREAS, the popularity of WES grew, and the broadcast coverage was extended to the 
campus fraternities, and the technical capabilities of the Clark Hall studio further upgraded.  
During the war years, WES was a popular activity with the US Navy sailors training on campus.  
Through a shaky post-war period, WES persevered, and in 1949 was assigned the call letters 
WESU by the FCC.  WESU regained its status as a popular  presence on the AM dial throughout 
the Wesleyan campus and surrounding neighborhoods.  In 1961, WESU acquired an educational 
FM license, residing at 88.1 on the FM band.  In 1967 Wesleyan University granted WESU the 
funds to increase its broadcast strength to 1850 watts, reestablish AM broadcasting, and further 
upgrade the Clark Hall studio facilities; and 
 
WHEREAS, over the next four decades, WESU developed a Freeform music program model that 
reached out to under-served communities in the WESU broadcast area.  In 2001, WESU moved 
from Clark Hall to its present location at 45 Broad Street in Middletown.  In 2004, WESU came 
under the management of a full-time General Manager and began streaming over the Web on 
www.wesufm.org.  In 2010, WESU increased its effective broadcast strength to 6000 watts, 
expanding and improving its signal quality. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MIDDLETOWN:  That the City of Middletown congratulates Wesleyan University, WESU and its 
staff, and the 170 Wesleyan students and community volunteers, on their 75th anniversary, and 
WESU's expanding commitment to serving Wesleyan University, the City of Middletown, and the 
Connecticut River valley from Holyoke, MA to the Long Island Sound; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:  That in appreciation for WESU's contributions to the City of 
Middletown, we urge all residents to continue their support and tune their radios to 88.1 on their 
FM dial. 
 

 
 
12. Mayor's Appointments 
 

A. Commission, Board, Agency Appointments 
(Approved) 
 Inland/Wetlands and Watercourses Agency: 
 Reappointment of Hector Bartoli to October 31, 2017 
 Reappointment of Joseph Carta to October 31, 2017 
 Reappointment of Trevor Davis to October 31, 2017 
 Reappointment of David Pritchard to October 31, 2017 
 
 Inland/Wetlands and Watercourses Agency, Alternate: 
 Reappointment of John Pieper to October 31, 2019 

http://www.wesufm.org/
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The chair reads the appointments for the month of November.  Councilman Serra moves them for 
approval and is seconded by Councilman Santangelo.  There is no discussion and the chair calls 
for the vote.  It is unanimous to approve with eleven aye votes.  The chair states the matter 
passes unanimously with one member absent. 

 
B. Youth in Government 

 (Approved) 
 
Board of Health: 
 Appointment of Figen Agis to July 1, 2015. 
 
Citizens Advisory Committee: 
 Appointment of Erika Diaz to July 1, 2015. 
 
Middletown Commission on the Arts: 
 Appointment of Anthony Moran to July 1, 2015. 

Appointment of Jacqueline Pawlak to July 1, 2015. 
 
Recreation and Community Services Commission: 
 Appointment of Max Breton to July 1, 2015. 
 Appointment of Parth Kekare to July 1, 2015. 
 
Public Works Commission: 
 Appointment of Dhruv Kekare to July 1, 2015. 
 
Youth Services Advisory Board: 
 Appointment of Eleanor Frechette to July 1, 2015. 
 Appointment of Connor Dale to July 1, 2015. 
 Appointment of Rachel Angle to July 1, 2015. 
 Appointment of Maryvn Whittaker to July 1, 2015 
 
Human Relations Commission: 
 Appointment of Angel Biney to July 1, 2015. 
 
Committee Concerning People with Disabilities: 
 Appointment of Sky Biney to July 1, 2015. 
 

 
 

C. Mayor's Youth Cabinet. 
     (Approved) 

 Middletown High School 
o 12

th
 grade 
 Anthony Moran 
         

o 11
th

 grade 
 Rachel Angle 
 Connor Dale 
 Erika Diaz 
 Ania Grygorowicz 
 Ben Johnson 
 Dhruv Kekare 
 Melanie Moreno 

 

o 10
th

 grade 
 Dana Chamberlain 
 Jackie Pawlak 
  

o 9
th

 grade 
 Parth Kekare 
 Alexander Kelsey 
 Gianna Muzzio 
 Amirh Brackett-White 
 Alan Cunningham 

 

 Mercy High School 
o 10

th
 grade 

 Figen Agis 
 Alexandra Porczak 

o 12
th

 grade 
 Ama Appiah 
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 Vinal Tech 
o 10

th
 grade 
 Zak Czellecz 

o 11
th

 grade 
 Tatyana Overton 
 Alaysia Turner 

 

 Woodrow Wilson Middle School 
o 8

th
 grade 
 Xavier Reyes 
 Neveah Rich 

o  

 Xavier High School 
o 10

th
 Grade 
 Kojo Appiah 
 Cobbina Appiah 

         

 At-Large Appointment (Attends non-Middletown school) 
 Elijah Pemberton 

 

The chair reads the names of each student involved with the Mayor's Cabinet and sitting on a 
commission, committee, board or agency.  He asks the students to come forward as their name is 
read to stand in front of the dais.  He thanks them for their service.  He states the Mayor's Youth 
Cabinet is coordinating a town-wide team night and a public awareness campaign of not texting 
and driving.  Councilman Serra moves the appointments for approval and is seconded by 
Councilman Streeto.  The vote is unanimous with eleven aye votes.  The Chair states the matter 
passes unanimously with one member absent; he thanks the students for volunteering. 

 
4. Mayor requests motion to approve minutes of: 

The minutes having been deposited with the Mayor and Corporation Counsel and copies of the 
same having been served on each and every Council member, the reading of the same having 
been dispensed with, the Chair requests a motion to approve the minutes.  Councilman Thomas 
J. Serra moves for approval the minutes of the regular meeting of October 6, 2014 at 7 p.m.; 
Special meetings of October 6, 2014 at 6 p.m., October 9, 2014 at 7 p.m., and October 9, 2014 
Immediately following the 7 p.m. meeting.  His motion is seconded by Councilman Giuliano. 

 
Councilwoman Russo Driska abstains from the meetings of October 9.  The vote is called and it is 
unanimous to approve.  The Chair states the matter passes unanimously with one abstention and 
one absent.    
 

5. Public Hearing on Agenda Items Opens. 
 

The chair opens the public hearing on agenda items at 7:29 p.m., asking all those wishing to 
speak to come forward and give their name and address for the record and to keep their 
comments to five minutes. 

 
6. Public Hearing on Agenda Items Closes. 
 
 Seeing no members of the public wishing to speak, the Chair closes the public hearing at 7:29 

p.m. 
 
7. Director's Appointment 
 

This item was postponed to the December regular meeting or special meeting. 
 

A. Questions to Candidate for the position of Recreation and Community Services 
Director 

 
B. Approving confirming the appointment of Christianne Kovel to the position of 

Recreation and Community Services and approving compensation at salary Grade 
16, Step 3 ($38.88) Teamsters 

 
 
8. Mayor requests Council Clerk to read appropriation and bond ordinance requests and the 

Certificate of Director of Finance. 
 
 The Chair requests the clerk to read the appropriation notice and the certificate of the Director of 

Finance. 
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A. Central Communications $20,000, Account No.1000-18700-55185, 
Communications Equipment and Consultant, General Fund. 

 (Defeated) 
 

Councilman Robert P. Santangelo reads and moves for approval the Central Communications 
$20,000, Account No.1000-18700-55185, Communications Equipment and Consultant, General 
Fund. Councilman James Streeto seconds the motion. 

 
Councilman Serra states Finance and Government Operations rejected this and asked for further 
information and he would like everyone to consider voting no; they requested more information 
for their next meeting. 

 
The chair calls for the vote. It is 0 aye votes; 11 nay votes by Councilman Thomas J. Serra, 
Councilwoman Hope P. Kasper, Councilman Robert P. Santangelo, Councilman Grady L. 
Faulkner, Jr., Councilman Carl R. Chisem, Councilman Gerald E. Daley, Councilman James 
Streeto, Councilman Sebastian N. Giuliano, Councilwoman Deborah A. Kleckowski, 
Councilwoman Sandra Russo Driska, Councilman David Bauer and 1 absent by Councilwoman 
Mary A. Bartolotta. The Chair states the matter failed with 0 affirmative votes, 11 in opposition 
and 1  absent.  

   
The chair states there are eleven nay votes and one member absent.  The motion is defeated. 
 
B. Planning, Conservation And Development         $7,500, Account No. 

1000-27000-55408, Omo Environmental Assessment, General Fund. 
  
(Approved) 
 
Councilman Gerald E. Daley reads and moves for approval the Planning, Conservation And 
Development for $7,500, Account No. 1000-27000-55408, Omo Environmental Assessment, 
General Fund.  Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Jr. seconds the motion.  
 
The chair calls for the vote. It is 11 aye votes by Councilman Thomas J. Serra, Councilwoman 
Hope P. Kasper, Councilman Robert P. Santangelo, Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Jr., 
Councilman Carl R. Chisem, Councilman Gerald E. Daley, Councilman James Streeto, 
Councilman Sebastian N. Giuliano, Councilwoman Deborah A. Kleckowski, Councilwoman 
Sandra Russo Driska, Councilman David Bauer; 0 nay votes and 1 absent by Councilwoman 
Mary A. Bartolotta. The Chair states the matter carried with 11 affirmative votes, 0 in opposition 
and 1  absent.  
 
   

9. Department, Committee, Commission Reports and Grant Confirmation Approvals: 
 

Councilman Thomas J. Serra reads and moves for approval the Department, Committee, 
Commission Reports and Grant Confirmation Approvals, agenda items 9A, 9B, 9C, 9D, 9E, and 
9F. Councilwoman Hope P. Kasper seconds the motion.  

 
 

A. City Clerk's Certificate 
(Approved) 
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B. Monthly Reports:  
  Finance Department - Transfer Report to May 21, 2014 

 (Approved) 

 
 
 
 
C. Grant Confirmation and Approval - Board of Education, Various Grants 

  (Approved) 
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D. Grant Confirmation and Approval - Town Clerk, Historic Preservation 
(Approved)

 
 
 
E. Grant Confirmation and Approval - Recreation and Comm. Serv. - Activity Acct. 

    (Approved) 

 

http://middletown.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=middletown_73e595df5cd339b3508b3fa3f4bfa69f.pdf
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F. Human Relations -City's Affirmative Action 4th Quarter Hiring Report and Year-end 

Report 
    (Approved) 
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The chair calls for the vote. It is 11 aye votes by Councilman Thomas J. Serra, Councilwoman 
Hope P. Kasper, Councilman Robert P. Santangelo, Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Jr., 
Councilman Carl R. Chisem, Councilman Gerald E. Daley, Councilman James Streeto, 
Councilman Sebastian N. Giuliano, Councilwoman Deborah A. Kleckowski, Councilwoman 
Sandra Russo Driska, Councilman David Bauer; 0 nay votes and 1 absent by Councilwoman 
Mary A. Bartolotta. The Chair states the matter carried with 11 affirmative votes, 0 in opposition 
and 1  absent.  

   
10. Payment of all City bills when properly approved. 
 

Councilman Thomas J. Serra reads and moves for approval Payment of all City bills when 
properly approved. Councilman James Streeto seconds the motion. The chair calls for the vote. It 
is 10 aye votes by Councilman Thomas J. Serra, Councilwoman Hope P. Kasper, Councilman 
Robert P. Santangelo, Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Jr., Councilman Carl R. Chisem, 
Councilman Gerald E. Daley, Councilman James Streeto, Councilman Sebastian N. Giuliano, 
Councilwoman Deborah A. Kleckowski, Councilwoman Sandra Russo Driska; 1 nay votes by 
Councilman David Bauer and 1 absent by Councilwoman Mary A. Bartolotta. The Chair states the 
matter carried with 10 affirmative votes, 1 in opposition and 1  absent.  

   
 
11. Resolutions, Ordinances, etc.: 
 

A. Approving the creation of the councilmanic committee, to include the Director 
of Finance and General Counsel,  to review the merger of Human Resources 
with the Office of General Counsel and make recommendations to the Council 
based on improved efficiencies. 

(Amended and Approved) 
 

Councilwoman Kasper reads and moves for approval the creation of the councilmanic committee 
to include the director of Finance and General Counsel, to review the merger of Human 
Resources with the Office of General Counsel and make recommendations to the Council based 
on improved efficiencies.  Her motion is seconded by Councilman Serra. 
 
Councilman Streeto states he will vote against this.  I think this is an example of the direction this 
body has been moving for some time now exemplified by having nine special meetings in the last 
three months.  We are getting more involved day to day administration which is your job and the 
directors. It is a stifling effect on the initiatives made by directors and  I think it is a bad move.  
The justification is it was set up originally by the previous council but carrying forward on a 
mistaken idea originally is necessarily an appropriate course of action; the second is it impacts 
the city's finances.  Everything impacts the city's finances.  That is a reason for going more into 
the day to day administration than this body should.  We should focus more on long term planning 
and legislation and less on administration.  He urges a no vote on this resolution. 
 
Councilman Serra states to make sure everyone knows, the members in the full text of the 
resolution are Councilwoman Kasper, Councilman Faulkner, Councilman Chisem, Councilman 
Giuliano, and Councilwoman Kleckowski. 
 
Councilman Bauer has  a question through the Chair; he is concerned that you are appointing the 
person to this committee who is in charge of the office and he is wondering how you reconcile this 
possible conflict.  The Chair responds he is not actually making any appointment.  This is 
councilmanic and had nothing to do with coming up with this.  Councilman Bauer is asking the 
maker of the motion.  Councilwoman Kasper states she feels the Director of Finance and General 
Counsel should be part of the committee so they can provide us with the work they have done 
since consolidation and also assist us in our review.  Councilman Serra states this is tantamount 
to having staff to this committee. 
 
Councilman Faulkner asks if this is a financial objective or functional objective.  Councilwoman 
Kasper states it is a financial objective; we felt with consolidation there would be taxpayer money 
saved and when we deliberated on this, the Council wanted to take a look at this to see if there 
are financial savings from this consolidation.  Financial is primary and function is secondary.  
Councilwoman Russo Driska  asks what if you find out there are no savings as expected; what 
was the motivation to do this and if no savings then what.  Councilwoman Kasper  states if no 
savings we should review further to decide what direction to take.   Councilman Giuliano  states 
to answer Councilman Bauer's question as to why the General Counsel and the Director of 
Finance are made part of this, as he looks at 75-13 that was adopted, that is in there so it is a 
resolution dovetailing with that.  As long as they are staff and not voting members, he is satisfied.  
The Chair asks to make it as an amendment.   Councilman Giuliano moves to amend the 
resolution to include General Counsel and Finance Director as staff; Councilman Serra seconds 
the motion.  The chair asks for suggested language.   
 
Motion to Amend 
Councilman Sebastian N. Giuliano reads and moves for approval the resolution to state "to 
include the Director of Finance and General Counsel as Staff to the committee. Councilman 
Thomas J. Serra seconds the motion. The chair calls for the vote. It is 11 aye votes by 
Councilman Thomas J. Serra, Councilwoman Hope P. Kasper, Councilman Robert P. 

http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=8af7f479-94de-4778-ac01-8234186780a9&meta_id=2817e970-a6ed-467e-a4fb-bbc0201185e4&time=1809
http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=8af7f479-94de-4778-ac01-8234186780a9&meta_id=2817e970-a6ed-467e-a4fb-bbc0201185e4&time=1809
http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=8af7f479-94de-4778-ac01-8234186780a9&meta_id=1e5e62c8-75b7-4483-a85f-55522a5f5a3c&time=1827
http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=8af7f479-94de-4778-ac01-8234186780a9&meta_id=1e5e62c8-75b7-4483-a85f-55522a5f5a3c&time=1827
http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=8af7f479-94de-4778-ac01-8234186780a9&meta_id=1e5e62c8-75b7-4483-a85f-55522a5f5a3c&time=1827
http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=8af7f479-94de-4778-ac01-8234186780a9&meta_id=1e5e62c8-75b7-4483-a85f-55522a5f5a3c&time=1827


November 3, 2014 REGULAR COMMON COUNCIL MEETING Page 14      

 
 

 

Santangelo, Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Jr., Councilman Carl R. Chisem, Councilman Gerald 
E. Daley, Councilman James Streeto, Councilman Sebastian N. Giuliano, Councilwoman 
Deborah A. Kleckowski, Councilwoman Sandra Russo Driska, Councilman David Bauer; 0 nay 
votes by no one and 1 absent by Councilwoman Mary A. Bartolotta. The Chair states the matter 
carried with 11 affirmative votes, 0 in opposition and 1  absent.   The chair states the amendment 
passes unanimously; he asks if there is further discussion on the underlying resolution.gf states is 
this the committee that handles personnel.  
 
Councilman Faulkner asks if this is the committee that actually handles personnel.  The chair 
responds it is a special committee being created for this purpose.  Councilman Faulkner  states 
you are evaluating the merger where personnel disappeared and bundled personnel in General 
Counsel.  The chair to your question it is not the General Council Commission to do that, it is a 
special committee.  Councilman Faulkner asks if it is a finite process to look at this.  His concern 
is more functional and at some point we need to do that with all the mergers we have done.   
 
The chair calls for the vote on the amended resolution.  It is nine affirmative votes by Council 
Members Serra, Kasper, Santangelo, Faulkner, Chisem, Daley, Giuliano, Kleckowski, and Bauer; 
one in opposition (Councilman Streeto);  and one abstention (Councilwoman Russo Driska).  The 
chair states the matter passes with nine affirmative votes, one in opposition, and one abstention.  
Councilwoman Bartolotta is absent from the meeting. 
 
Resolution No. 132-14 
File Name ccreviewcommitteeogchrmerger 
(Amended and Approved) 
WHEREAS, the Common Council passed a resolution to form a Council Committee to review the 
merger of the former Personnel Department into the Office of General Counsel after 18 months of 
the merger; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City was to cause a performance-based review of the department’s efficiency 
including cost savings; and 
 
WHEREAS, the bipartisan committee will include General Counsel and the Finance Director as 
staff to the committee to review and offer efficiency suggestions for its operation before the 
Council reaffirms or changes the merger. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MIDDLETOWN:   That a five member bipartisan committee be formed to review the merger of the 
former Personnel Department into the Office of General Counsel with said review to occur over 
the next six months with a report to be sent to the Council for further action; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:  That Council Members Hope P. Kasper, Grady L. Faulkner, Carl 
R. Chisem, Sebastian N. Giuliano, and Deborah Kleckowski be appointed to the committee. 
 
 
Fiscal Impact:  The formation of the Committee and review will incur no additional expenses. 
 

 
B. Authorizing Mayor Drew to sign an agreement between the Connecticut State 

Library  and the City of Middletown for a Historic Documents Preservation 
Grant. 

  (Approved) 
 

Councilman James Streeto reads and moves for approval authorizing Mayor Drew to sign an 
agreement between the Connecticut State Library  and the City of Middletown for a Historic 
Documents Preservation Grant.. Councilman Thomas J. Serra seconds the motion. The chair 
calls for the vote. It is 11 aye votes by Councilman Thomas J. Serra, Councilwoman Hope P. 
Kasper, Councilman Robert P. Santangelo, Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Jr., Councilman Carl 
R. Chisem, Councilman Gerald E. Daley, Councilman James Streeto, Councilman Sebastian N. 
Giuliano, Councilwoman Deborah A. Kleckowski, Councilwoman Sandra Russo Driska, 
Councilman David Bauer; 0 nay votes by no one and 1 absent by Councilwoman Mary A. 
Bartolotta. The Chair states the matter carried with 11 affirmative votes, 0 in opposition and 1  
absent.  
   
The chair states the matter passes unanimously with eleven aye votes and one absent. 

 
Resolution No. 133-14 
File Name tcmayauthhistoricgrant2014 
(Approved) 
 
BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN:  That Daniel 
T. Drew, Mayor of the City of Middletown, is empowered to execute and deliver in the name and 
on behalf of this municipality a contract with the Connecticut State Library for a Historic 
Documents Preservation Grant. 
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Fiscal Impact:  The grant will pay towards document preservation in the amount of $7,500. 
 

 
C. Approving amending portions of Chapter 78, of the Middletown Code of 

Ordinances to include language regarding The State of Connecticut's bidding 
threshold in appropriate sections of the ordinance. 

  (Referred to Finance and Government Operations) 
 

Councilman Daley reads and moves for approval amending portions of Chapter 78 of the 
Middletown Code of Ordinance to include language regarding the State of Connecticut’s bidding 
threshold in appropriate sections of the ordinance.  Councilman Serra seconds the motion. 
 
Motion to Amend 
Councilwoman Kasper states this is increasing the threshold for bidding to $25,000 and that the 
statute allows us to go for anything from $7,500 to $25,000.  I would like to amend that to $10,000 
as the threshold.   Councilman Chisem seconds the motion. 
 
Councilman Daley states I assume this came before General Counsel Commission in its capacity 
as what used to be ordinance study and asks if it went through any other committee on the 
substance of review of the proposal.  Councilman Serra responds it did not go through Finance 
and Government Operations. Maybe you would like to refer it to us.   Councilman Daley states 
that makes sense that it would be discussed there.  He would like to understand about the 
substantive reasons for the change and  increasing the threshold in this manner and other 
aspects in the ordinance as far as the disposal of surplus equipment which will be raised and that 
is good and eliminating the need for bidding in areas where the Standardization Committee does 
the review and may actually allow for real savings and allow the Purchasing department to put 
more emphasis on the  larger purchases that still have to go out to bid.     
 
Motion to Refer 
Councilman Daley moves to refer this to Finance and Government Operations.  His motion is 
seconded by Councilman Chisem. 
 
The chair asks the clerk if there is a motion to amend and seconded and a motion to refer and 
seconded on the floor; she responds yes.  The chair states the motion to refer takes precedence 
over the motion to amend. 
 
Point of Order 
Councilman Giuliano states a point of order; if they vote to refer does the amendment and 
underlying motion go to Finance and Government Operations.   The chair responds yes.   He 
asks if they want to be heard on the motion to refer.  Councilman Streeto asks since 11D falls 
under the same aegis,  he will offer that as a friendly amendment to refer it back to Finance and 
Government Operations. The chair states let us deal with it one at that time. 
 
The Chair calls for the vote on the amendment to refer this back to Finance and Government 
Operations.   
 
The chair states the matter passes unanimously with eleven aye votes and one absent,  
Councilwoman Bartolotta. 
 
Ordinance No. 14-14 
File Name chpt78purchasingordinancebidding 
(Referred to Committee) 
 

 
D. Approving a new Ordinance, Section 23-21.  Additional Duties of the Treasurer 

to Chapter 23 of the Middletown Code of Ordinances with said ordinance 
adding duties to the Treasurer to be at Council Meetings and to be an ex officio 
member of the Finance and Government Operations Committee; and approving 
amending Section 23-8 Membership; appointment to the Finance and 
Government Operations Committee of the Middletown Code of Ordinances to 
include the Treasurer; and 

(Amended and Approved) 
 

Councilman David Bauer reads and moves for approval a new Ordinance, Section 23-21.  
Additional Duties of the Treasurer to Chapter 23 of the Middletown Code of Ordinances with said 
ordinance adding duties to the Treasurer to be at Council Meetings and to be an ex officio 
member of the Finance and Government Operations Committee; and approving amending 
Section 23-8 Membership; appointment to the Finance and Government Operations Committee of 
the Middletown Code of Ordinances to include the Treasurer. Councilman Thomas J. Serra 
seconds the motion. 
 
Councilman Faulkner states he doesn't agree with this ordinance.  This was discussed at Finance 
and Government Operations, he assumes.  He would be interested in what type of oversight 
discussion was had.   Councilwoman Driska states she will defer to Councilman Bauer.    He 
states it did appear before Finance and Government Operations and the main thrust was that it 
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was the treasurer, himself, during Charter revision discussion who was looking to make sure he 
had the proper avenue to exercise the treasurer's duties to have checks and balances.  This is an 
outgrowth from that, to exercise his duties and this ordinance is authorized under the Charter and 
the Council can expand what is said about the elected position.   Councilman Serra states as you 
see, it is approved by General Counsel Commission as well and for my purview, the treasurer 
was doing this during his first term and he doesn't see anything out of the ordinary and will 
support this.  Councilman Faulkner states the only issue he has is A, because it requires him  to 
be at Council meetings and Questions to Directors  and he is not staff and would not be prepared.  
He should be ex officio for Finance and Government, but he doesn’t agree with A and moves to 
amend it out of the ordinance.  There is no second. 
 
Councilman Serra states the intent is no different than any other director and if there is something 
relative to finances, he should be here if he is part of the discussion if there is an issue on the 
agenda.  That is what he was doing the first term; that is the intent.  Councilman Faulkner states 
he would like language added that the intent is where there are matters of finance, he be 
requested to be here or summoned to be, but he shouldn't be warranted to be here.  As a 
suggestion,  on matters where city finances require input from the treasurer, he be requested to 
attend. 
 
Motion to Amend 
Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Jr. reads and moves for approval Approving a new Ordinance, 
Section 23-21.  Additional Duties of the Treasurer to Chapter 23 of the Middletown Code of 
Ordinances in first paragraph A to read that on matters where city finances require input from the 
treasurer, he be requested to attend.   Councilman Thomas J. Serra seconds the motion. 
 
Councilman Bauer  has trouble with the amendment.  The treasurer is an elected official and if we 
applied the statement to any other elected official you would find it hard and if the Council person 
does not wish to do something there is nothing we can do about it.  The intent is to empower the 
treasurer as he requested and he doesn't like the idea of emasculating this.  If the treasurer feels 
there is something fiduciary and a desire to add his voice we are giving him the opportunity to be 
there and do that.  The will and desire to show up is entirely within the will of the treasurer.  We 
cannot compel him to be here, even as a Council person is not compelled to be here at this 
meeting.   
 
Councilman Faulkner states if I am hearing correctly,  and Corporation Counsel can confirm the, 
this is not a warranted issue. Corporation Counsel responds the way it is written, it would imply a 
warrant and it should be amended that the treasurer be present when there are matters involving 
his purview and that amendment would be in keeping rather than the Treasurer being warranted.  
Councilwoman Russo Driska states she is having a problem that every director is being asked to 
be here for every meeting and we have an elected position that has a stipend  who clearly by the 
show of people turned out was not going to be eliminated because it was a checks and balances 
and we want that person to do his portion of the job; she is not understanding the issue.  Come to 
the Council meeting and just be here.  If we are going to keep the treasurer, it should be 
accountable.  She thought the wording was just fine.  None of us have to be sitting here at this 
table.  Why are we trying to change this.  It is a simple request.  Was the treasurer notified and 
was there an issue.  The chair replies he is not aware of any and  he is not sponsoring this.  He is 
not sure what the answer to the question is.  Councilman Bauer responds he does know the 
request was made when this was going before Ordinance Study, the treasurer was notified  and 
did not attend.  Councilwoman Driska states since it is on the agenda and the treasurer is not 
present, she will assume he has no issue with this.   Councilman Santangelo states the treasurer, 
he made the request.  This is not his job; he is an elected official.  The history is the treasurer was 
active before we had a finance director.  The finance director does 99.9% of the duties of the 
treasurer.  All of a sudden, we are redefining the duties of the (emphasis)  treasurer who will have 
an impact on future treasurers.  He asks is this a job description.  No. It is an elected official and 
we are now giving this person duties that do not appear in the charter.  Councilman Bauer  states 
the whole intent is to be inclusionary to allow the treasurer,  by the treasurers own request as an 
elected official, to have standing to offer checks and balances on the fiduciary interests of the 
City.  We are giving the treasurer what he asked for.  Councilman Santangelo states it will impact 
future treasurers.  I did hear Councilman Serra say the Treasurer was actually doing these duties 
his first term.  The  request of this treasurer and he was doing it in his first term; I don’t know why 
he was discouraged from doing it this term.  Do we really need this.  He agrees with Councilman 
Faulkner; this says he has to be here.  He is confused especially since the request is from the 
(emphasis) treasurer.  He may not be here next term.  Councilman Giuliano  states he agrees in 
part with Councilman Santangelo’s assessment that it applies to the position that and not the 
person who is the incumbent right now.  It has its roots in the Charter revision process where it 
was made plain for everyone who advocated for keeping the treasurer’s position because it was 
an important position and this is an effort to set parameters on the purpose.  He doesn't have a 
quarrel with the warrant provisions.  Theoretically the Mayor can enforce the warrant.  While it is 
possible, there is no real fear that the chief will grab the treasurer and bring him into the council 
chamber.  It puts the treasurer on the same footing as the rest of us and he will not support the 
amendment, but supports the underlying motion.  Councilman Faulkner states what he was 
hearing was not he wants this person at this particular committee meeting, what he heard from 
the public is we need a person to do some oversight and it is not confined to that specific 
committee.  There are funds the city spends and we need oversight on how they are spent and 
there are contractors who don't do the work and we need someone with oversight to say this 
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wasn’t done right and why do we keep hiring the same contractors.  To confine this person to that 
one committee is necessary; the person should be an ex officio member and not warranted to be 
there.  They should be getting the minutes of the meeting, but for an oversight position, I don’t 
want it buried in city hall and it does not allow us good oversight.   
 
Motion to Call Question 
Councilman James Streeto moves to call the question on the amendment.  It is seconded by 
Councilwoman Sandra Russo Driska.  A request is to read the amendment.   
 
Point of order 
 
Councilman Giuliano states while waiting for the clerk to locate the amendment, he states if no 
one else wishes to speak on the amendment, they don’t need to call the question; it requires a 
2/3’s vote and cuts off debate.  While the clerk is checking the wording of the amendment, the 
Corporation Counsel is checking that. 
 
The Clerk states The clerk states it is that  the treasurer  be present at meetings where his input 
is requested. 
 
The Chair asks if Councilman Bauer wants to be heard on the amendment because the 
Parliamentary Question would be irrelevant if he doesn’t.  Councilman Bauer states that he does 
wish to address the amendment.   
 
It is seven aye votes by Council Members Serra, Kasper, Santangelo, Faulkner, Chisem, Streeto, 
and Russo Driska and four nay votes by Council Members Daley, Giuliano, Kleckowski, and 
Bauer.    Councilman Giuliano states you don’t have 2/3’s.  The motion fails as a 2/3's vote is 
needed. Debate can continue and the Chair recognizes Councilman Bauer. 
 
Councilman Bauer  states he is surprised by the particulars of what is alleged what the treasurer 
is pursuing in fiduciary responsibility.    He doesn't know of any of that occurring in this term of the 
Council and that argument begs us to give the treasurer, if there is this type of oversight going on, 
as many avenues to continue and to communicate if this oversight is occurring.    He would like to 
try the ordinance the way it stands and give the treasurer as many avenues to express this 
information and share it.  Councilman Faulkner  states it requires him to come to all Council 
meetings and that is not required and no. 2, these thoughts you are talking about, those are 
potential things an oversight person can do for the city.  He wanted charter revision to put 
together an audit committee and those are thoughts and ideas of what a treasurer can do for the 
city.  They were just ideas; we all get involved with a lot of ideas in the city and there are a lot of 
funds and it would be good to have someone question those things.  We don’t discuss those 
things.   
 
The Chair, hearing no further comments, calls for the vote on the amendment.   It is 6 aye votes 
by Councilman Thomas J. Serra, Councilwoman Hope P. Kasper, Councilman Robert P. 
Santangelo, Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Jr., Councilman Carl R. Chisem, Councilman James 
Streeto; 5 nay votes by Councilman Gerald E. Daley, Councilman Sebastian N. Giuliano, 
Councilwoman Deborah A. Kleckowski, Councilwoman Sandra Russo Driska, Councilman David 
Bauer and 1 absent by Councilwoman Mary A. Bartolotta. The Chair states the matter carried 
with 6 affirmative votes, 5 in opposition and 1  absent.   The motion passes. 
   
The chair calls for the vote on the amended underlying ordinance. 
 
Motion to call the question 
Councilman Streeto moves to call the question on the underlying motion; it is seconded.  The 
Chair calls for the vote and it is unanimous to approve with eleven aye votes.  The Chair states 
the motion carries. 
 
He states we have an amended ordinance and calls the vote. It is 11 aye votes by Councilman 
Thomas J. Serra, Councilwoman Hope P. Kasper, Councilman Robert P. Santangelo, 
Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Jr., Councilman Carl R. Chisem, Councilman Gerald E. Daley, 
Councilman James Streeto, Councilman Sebastian N. Giuliano, Councilwoman Deborah A. 
Kleckowski, Councilwoman Sandra Russo Driska, Councilman David Bauer; 0 nay votes by no 
one and 1 absent by Councilwoman Mary A. Bartolotta. The Chair states the matter carried with 
11 affirmative votes, 0 in opposition and 1  absent.  
 
Ordinance No. 15-14 
File Name chpt23-8and23-21treasurerdutiesasre 
(Amended and Approved) 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN: 
 
Whereas, in the City Charter, Chapter IV, Section 4, the Common Council may prescribe 
additional duties and powers to the Office of Treasurer, and 
 
Whereas, the Common Council, in its fiduciary responsibility for the City of Middletown, 
endeavors the most prudent and open oversight of the City's financial matters. 
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So therefore be it resolved, the Common Council enacts the following new Ordinance: 
 
§ 23-21 Additional Duties of the Treasurer 
 
A.  The Treasurer may be requested to be present at the regular meetings of the Common 
Council and the preceding Questions to Directors for inquiries in the matter of the City’s finances 
requiring input from the Treasurer. 
 
B.  The Treasurer shall be an ex officio member of the Finance and Government Operations 
Commission with all rights except voting privileges. 
 
So therefore be it resolved, the Common Council enacts the following change to Ordinance 
§ 23-8: 
 
A.  Membership; appointment. There shall be a standing commission of the Common Council to 
be known as the “Finance and Government Operations Commission.”  Said Commission is a 
consolidation of the previously existing Finance and Budget Committee and the Government 
Operations and Program Review Committee. Said Commission shall consist of five members of 
the Common Council, not more than three of whom shall be members of the same political party, 
to be appointed by the Common Council to serve during their term of office.  The Treasurer shall 
serve as prescribed in Section § 23-21 of the Middletown Code of Ordinances.  The Finance 
Director or his designee shall serve as staff to the Commission. The Tax Collector, the Tax 
Assessor, and the IT Director or their designees shall be available report to the Commission for 
updates when requested. 

 

   
E. Approving amending Section 285-4 of the Middletown Code of Ordinances 

regarding updating language from a Parking Authority to a Parking Department 
and to update language regarding removal or immobilization of vehicles. 

(Approved) 
 

Councilman Robert P. Santangelo reads and moves for approval amending Section 285-4 of the 
Middletown Code of Ordinances regarding updating language from a Parking Authority to a 
Parking Department and to update language regarding removal or immobilization of vehicles. 
Councilman James Streeto seconds the motion. The chair calls for the vote. It is 11 aye votes by 
Councilman Thomas J. Serra, Councilwoman Hope P. Kasper, Councilman Robert P. 
Santangelo, Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Jr., Councilman Carl R. Chisem, Councilman Gerald 
E. Daley, Councilman James Streeto, Councilman Sebastian N. Giuliano, Councilwoman 
Deborah A. Kleckowski, Councilwoman Sandra Russo Driska, Councilman David Bauer; 0 nay 
votes, and 1 absent by Councilwoman Mary A. Bartolotta. The Chair states the matter carried 
with 11 affirmative votes, 0 in opposition and 1  absent.  
 
Ordinance No. 16-14 
File Name chapter285-4immobilizationofvehicleapp 
(Approved) 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN: That 
Section 285-4 of the Middletown Code of Ordinances be amended as follows: 

§ 285-4 Removal or immobilization of vehicles.  

[Added 5-6-1985] 

A.  
The following vehicles may be removed or immobilized: 
(1)  
Vehicles parked in violation of law. Vehicles parked in any parking area open to the public, on any 
public street, public highway, any portion of the width between the boundary lines of any way 
publicly maintained when any part thereof is open to the use of the public for purposes of 
vehicular travel, or on any property owned by, leased by, or in the possession and control of the 
City in violation of any provision of any municipal ordinance, rule or regulation, or state statute, 
rule or regulation. Notwithstanding the foregoing, however, vehicles parked in violation of the law 
shall not be deemed to include vehicles which are parked overtime. 

(2)  
Vehicles with six or more outstanding violations. Vehicles which have six or more outstanding and 
unpaid parking violations issued against them and which, after mailing to the registered owner a 
final notice demanding payment, Vehicles With $100 or More of Outstanding Parking Tickets. 
Vehicles which have $100 or more of unpaid parking violations or associated penalties, late fees 
or fines issued against them and which are found parked in any parking area open to the public, 
on any public street, public highway, any portion of the width between the boundary lines of any 
way publicly maintained when any part thereof is open to the use of the public for purposes of 
vehicular travel, or on any property owned by, leased by, or in the possession and control of the 
City. 
[Amended 11-3-2003] 

http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=8af7f479-94de-4778-ac01-8234186780a9&meta_id=a60bdb3b-5461-46a8-8258-10abffc85454&time=4174
http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=8af7f479-94de-4778-ac01-8234186780a9&meta_id=a60bdb3b-5461-46a8-8258-10abffc85454&time=4174
http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=8af7f479-94de-4778-ac01-8234186780a9&meta_id=a60bdb3b-5461-46a8-8258-10abffc85454&time=4174
http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=8af7f479-94de-4778-ac01-8234186780a9&meta_id=a60bdb3b-5461-46a8-8258-10abffc85454&time=4174
http://ecode360.com/8366379#8366379
http://ecode360.com/8366380#8366380
http://ecode360.com/8366381#8366381
http://ecode360.com/8366382#8366382
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B.  
Removal and immobilization. 
(1)  
A member of the Police Department or the Parking Authority  Department may remove or cause 
to be removed a vehicle in violation of this subsection. In addition to, or in lieu of removal, any 
such vehicle may be immobilized in such manner as to prevent its operation. No such vehicle 
shall be immobilized by any means other than by the use of a device or other mechanism which 
will cause no damage to such vehicle, unless it is moved while such device or mechanism is in 
place. 
[Amended 11-3-2003] 

(2)  
In any case of a vehicle immobilized by the Police Department or Parking Authority Department 
there shall be placed on such vehicle in a conspicuous manner a notice to the owner of the 
vehicle stating that it has been immobilized, that any attempt to remove the vehicle may result in 
damage to the vehicle, that if the vehicle is moved and damaged the damage will be the 
responsibility of the owner and stating the place where necessary fees and charges may be paid 
to obtain release of the vehicle from immobilization. 

(3)  
(3) In any case of a vehicle immobilized by the Police Department or Parking Department, and 
subsequently that vehicle is unclaimed within 72 hours of immobilization, no response is received 
from the registered owner within 72 hours of immobilization or the registered owner disavows 
ownership or the car is considered abandoned that vehicle may be towed or removed by the 
Parking or Police Departments at the expense of the owner. Such a removed vehicle may not be 
released to any subsequently claiming party should such a party present themselves after 
removal of the vehicle, until all unpaid City parking tickets and/or other City obligations are first 
paid in full to the appropriate City department(s) and all tow and storage fees are paid in full to the 
appropriate towing company and all. Upon payment of unpaid parking tickets and/or other City 
obligations, the Parking Department will provide documentation to the vehicle owner releasing 
any tow company holds on the vehicle as is necessary;  

(3) (4) In the case of the removal of a vehicle, within 72 hours after removal, the Police 
Department or Parking Authority Department shall notify, by certified mail, the owner of such 
vehicle of the fact of its removal, the place where it may be recovered, and the conditions under 
which it will be released. 

(4)  
(5) Whenever a vehicle is immobilized or removed or caused to be immobilized or removed by 
personnel of the Police Department or the Parking Authority Department, such personnel shall 
notify both the Police Department headquarters and the Parking Authority Department office of 
such immobilization and/or removal so that upon inquiry by the owner of the vehicle the least 
amount of delay will be encountered in recovery of the vehicle by the owner. 

C.  
Required actions of owner to regain possession. No such vehicle shall be released unless the 
owner or his agent has established his identity and right to possession and has signed a proper 
receipt therefor. Before the owner or person in charge of any vehicle taken into custody or 
immobilized shall be allowed to repossess or to secure the release of said vehicle, he or his agent 
shall pay or provide to the City the following: 
(1)  
The cost of removal and/or immobilization, plus the cost of storage for each day or portion of a 
day that such vehicle is so stored in excess of the first 24 hours, plus all sums legally due for any 
City parking violations issued and outstanding against such vehicle; or 

(2)  
In lieu of the above, a bond with a surety company authorized to do business in this state in an 
amount sufficient to cover the above charges. 

D.  
Unauthorized removal of immobilized or removed vehicle. Any person who, after having his 
vehicle removed or immobilized, shall remove such vehicle without complying with this Code of 
Ordinances shall, in addition to the charges provide for in said sections, be liable for any damage 
done to the immobilization device or mechanism and be subject to a fine of not more than $100.

[1]
 

 
   

F. Approving  authorizing Mayor Daniel T. Drew to sign an application with the 
State of Connecticut for a Local Capital Improvement Grant for the Russell 
Library, Phase II work in the amount of $4,100 and approving creating a new 
line item in the Capital Plan entitled Russell Library Sidewalks Phase II in the 
amount of $4,100. 

(Approved) 
 

Councilman Carl R. Chisem reads and moves for approval authorizing Mayor Daniel T. Drew to 
sign an application with the State of Connecticut for a Local Capital Improvement Grant for the 
Russell Library, Phase II work in the amount of $4,100 and approving creating a new line item in 

http://ecode360.com/8366383#8366383
http://ecode360.com/8366384#8366384
http://ecode360.com/8366385#8366385
http://ecode360.com/8366388#8366388
http://ecode360.com/8366389#8366389
http://ecode360.com/8366390#8366390
http://ecode360.com/8366391#8366391
http://ecode360.com/8366379#ft8366391-1
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http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=8af7f479-94de-4778-ac01-8234186780a9&meta_id=7e874de0-b70f-45c9-ab74-d5b4bad83626&time=4229
http://middletown.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=8af7f479-94de-4778-ac01-8234186780a9&meta_id=7e874de0-b70f-45c9-ab74-d5b4bad83626&time=4229
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the Capital Plan entitled Russell Library Sidewalks Phase II in the amount of $4,100. Councilman 
James Streeto seconds the motion. The chair calls for the vote. It is 11 aye votes by Councilman 
Thomas J. Serra, Councilwoman Hope P. Kasper, Councilman Robert P. Santangelo, 
Councilman Grady L. Faulkner, Jr., Councilman Carl R. Chisem, Councilman Gerald E. Daley, 
Councilman James Streeto, Councilman Sebastian N. Giuliano, Councilwoman Deborah A. 
Kleckowski, Councilwoman Sandra Russo Driska, Councilman David Bauer; 0 nay votes and 1 
absent by Councilwoman Mary A. Bartolotta. The Chair states the matter carried with 11 
affirmative votes, 0 in opposition and 1  absent.  
 
Resolution No. 134-14 
File Name rllocipforsidewalks$4100 
(Approved) 

 
Whereas, in July 2014, the Common Council authorized the Mayor to sign and submit an 
application to the State of Connecticut for a grant in the amount of $25,000 from the Local Capital 
Improvement Program (LOCIP) to modify walks and steps at the south side of the Russell Library; 
and 
 
Whereas, the project had been estimated to cost $25,000, but the estimates were short by 
$4,100, increasing the final price to $29,100. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MIDDLETOWN:  That  Mayor Daniel T. Drew be authorized to sign and submit an application to 
the State of Connecticut for a grant in the amount of $4,100 from  the Local Capital Projects 
Improvement Program (LOCIP) for the extra cost of the work; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:  That a new line item be created in the Capital Improvement Plan 
entitled Russell Library Sidewalks Phase II in the amount of $4,100. 
 

FISCAL IMPACT 
 
Funds for this additional work are available through the Local Capital Projects Improvement 
Program (LOCIP).   
 
   

13. Contingency Fund Transfers (None) 
 

The chair states there are no contingency fund transfers to announce. 
 
14. Meeting adjourned 
 

Councilman Santangelo moves to adjourn and is seconded by Councilman Streeto.  The Chair 
calls for the vote and it is unanimous with eleven eye votes to adjourn the meeting.  The chair 
declares the meeting adjourned at 8:13 p.m. 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
MARIE O. NORWOOD 
COMMON COUNCIL CLERK 
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